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properly been believed to begin with the great war between
the Pandavas and the Kauravas.
It is suggested by Talboys Wheeler that Shrikrishna
was not in existence at the time of this great war.   But the
great Krishna cannot be separated from the Pandavas.
In fact, the Mahabharata would not have been what u
is but for his wonderful personality.    We have strong-
external evidence also in  support of this connection.
Heracles, who is none other than Krishna, and Pandia
have  been   talked   of-together   by   Greek   historians,
though by similarity of sound the Pandias of the soutlx
have undoubtedly been  mistaken for the   Pandavas.1
The curious story is related by  Greek authors that
Heracles had a daughter by name Pandia on whom he
raised progeny by incest and assigned to it a country
which   lies   to   the south   and   extends   to   the   sea.
( McCrindle's ancient India).    Here is a jumble of names
and facts.    The Pandavas were no doubt the sons of
Krishna's father's sister,  and his  own sister was the
mother of the next heir.    But the Pandias were a dif-
ferent race of Indians altogether who-settled in the south
of India and among whom peculiar marriage .institutions
obtained (probably copied from the native inhabitants),
such   as   the   marriage between sisters and brothers.
The same story  as stated  by the Greek;   has,   I be-
lieve, been copied by Feristah in the introduction to his
great work wherein he gives a summary of the ancient
legendary history of India.   To return to our point, even
1 Weber refers to this fact and the natural inference, but makes
light of it.    He similarly disposes the Sutra of Panini wherein
and aiipr are talked of together, page 137.